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Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

| | the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 
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international application as filed has been furnished. 

the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
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Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
Unity of Invention Is lacking (see Box II). 
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|"X~| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

| | the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



With regard to the abstract, 

[X] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 
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1 — 1 within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 2 



PH as suggested by the applicant. Q None of the figures. 

| | because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

| | because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 
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Certain defects in the international application 
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I. Basis of the report 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed " and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments.): 

Description, pages: 

1 -8 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1-13 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/2,2/2 as originally filed 

2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

3. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1,3,5-13 (yes) 




No: 


Claims 


2,4 (no) 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1,3,5-13 (no) 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-13 (yes) 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 



Vill. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 

see separate sheet 
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\A Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 

applicability 

1. For the reasons set out in Paragraph Vill(2), claims 1 to 4 will be 
considered as separate independent claims. 

2. Reference is made to the following documents: 
D1: US-A-5 677 952 

3. The present application does not satisfy the criterion set forth in Article 
33(2) PCT because the subject-matter of Claims 2 and 4 is not new in 
respect of prior art D1 as defined in the regulations (Rule 64(1 )-(3) PCT), 
wherein in D1 (see in particular D1, abstract; column 3, lines 45-49 and 
column 5, lines 1-6, 29-36, lines 44-48) the user password Pu, the user 
associated string Ku, the secret key and the pseudo random bit string (or 
cryptographic object) correspond to the input password, the preselected 
code, the combined password and the encrypted combined password of 
claims 2 and 4 respectively. 

4. The present application does not satisfy the criterion set forth in Article 
33(3) PCT because the subject-matter of Claims 1 and 3 does not involve 
an inventive step (Rule 65(1 )(2) PCT). 

The subject-matter of Claims 1 and 3 differs from the disclosure of D1 in 
that the combined password (secret key in D1) is used for decrypting 
instead of the encrypted combined password (cryptographic object in 
D1). 

The features of decrypting using the combined password and decrypting 
using the encrypted password are merely one of several straightforward 
possibilities from which the skilled person would select, in accordance 
with circumstances, without the exercise of inventive skill, especially as 
for a skilled person it is well known to encrypt or not to encrypt combined 
passwords used for decryption depending on the security requirements 
of the system. 
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5. Claims 4 to 13 do not appear to confer patentability to the claims to which 

they refer because their subject-matter is either known from the prior art 
or they define features which are a matter of normal design procedure for 
the skilled person. 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

1. Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1(a)(ii) PCT, the relevant 
background art disclosed in the document D1 is not mentioned in the 
description, nor are these documents identified therein. 

2. The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed 
in parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

3. The independent claims do not meet the requirements of Rule 6.3(b) 
PCT that any independent claim should be properly cast in the two part 
form, with those features which in combination are part of the prior art 
(see document D1) being placed in the preamble. 

VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

1 . The subject-matter of claims 1 and 3 are not supported by the description 
as required by Article 6 PCT, as their scope is broader than justified by 
the description and drawings. The reasons therefor are the following: 

in the entire description and the figures, the encrypted code is decrypted 
solely using the encrypted combined password (see for example steps 
204 and 218 in figure 2) and nowhere is it set out that the decryption can 
also be done using the combined password. 

2. Furthermore, claims 1 and 2 are unclear (Article 6 PCT) as they are 
contradictory. In particular, claim 1 defines the decryption using the 
combined password while claim 2 defines the decryption using the 
encrypted combined password, so that claim 2 cannot be dependent on 
claim 1. 
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In fact claims 1 and 2 define two alternatives and therefore claims 1 and 
2 will be considered in this opinion as separate independent claims. 

The above also applies to claims 3 and 4, which are the method claims 
corresponding to the device claims 1 and 2 respectively. 
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